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dents and judges, who would know nothing of the facts.
What was to be done? To appeal to the King seemed
impossible, for he was at Marly, and, while there, never
listened to such matters. By the time he left Marly,
it would be too late to apply to him.

Madame de Saint-Simon and others advised me,
however, at all hazards, to go straight to the King, in-
stead of sending a courier, as I thought of doing, and
to keep my journey secret. I followed their advice, and
setting out at once, arrived at Marly on Tuesday morn-
ing, the 8th of August, at eight of the clock. The
Chancellor and Chamillart, to whom I told my errand,
pitied me, but gave me no hope of success. Never-
theless, a council of state was to be held on the follow-
ing morning, presided over by the King, and my peti-
tion was laid before it The letters of state were
thrown out by every voice. This information was
brought to me at mid-day. I partook of a hasty din-
ner, and turned back to Rouen, where I arrived on
Thursday, at eight o'clock in the morning, three hours
after a courier, by whom I had sent this unhoped-for
news.

I brought with me/besides the order respecting the
letters of state, an order to the parliament to proceed to
judgment at once. It was laid before the judges very
early on Saturday, the nth of August, the last day of
the parliament. From four o'clock in the morning we
had an infinite number of visitors, wanting to accom-
pany us to the palace. The parliament had been much
irritated against these letters .of state, after having sus-
pended all other business for us. The withdrawal of
these letters was now announced. We gained our